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1809.] Monthly Agricultural and Commercial Reports. 75 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

FROM DECEMBER 20, J808, TILL MNVARY 20, 1809, 

The weather, since last Report, having been in general either frosty or tempestuous, 
very little progress has been made in tillage, for the ensuing spring crops. 

The early sown wheat in this Province, keeps up a promising appearance, whilst 
the late crops do not afford the farmer so agreeable a prospect. 

Accounts from some parts of Leinster give a similar representation, and furnish 
fresh occasion for our recommending the practice of early sowing. 

The prices of grain are rather advancing, Oats ill particular has within the last fpur 
weeks experienced a considerable rise j and Oatmeal of course continues higher than has 
been usual at so early a period of the season. 

Potatoes have also kept at a higher rate than there seemed any reason to expect, and 
there now remains very little ground for hoping that provisions Will be as cheap as was at 
first expected. 

The Turnip crops are consuming faster than usual, and will not bring the stock now 
feeding within a month, at least of the time they have generally been kept to — which 
will probably occasion a considerable scarcity of Beef in the markets in the months of 
April and May. 



MONTHLY COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Another month is elapsed, and our political and commercial prospects are involved in 
still deeper gloom. At the close of last month we were told not to despond, for America 
must rescind the embargo. This dream is gone by, and we are now told, that American 
produce will be smuggled oyer to us, and that we shall have flaxseed from that country 
ky stealth, notwithstanding the additional regulations of America to enforce still more 
strictly the embargo;, and that we shall have also abundant supplies from the ports of the 
Baltic, although ia common years when there were no restrictions on the northern com- 
merce, the quantity from Russia and Holland did not amount to bnerfourth pf the flax- 
seed sown in Ireland. We seem now likely to repeat in our commerce, the fatal errors 
into which we have fallen in pur politics. Such has been the current of events in the war- 
system, that at the end of every year, as favourable terms of peace coulcj not have been 
f rocured as at the beginning, and yet the people have been buoyed up by one false hope 
Or another. Each in its turn has proved equally delusive, yet still when one bubble burst, 
(he next flattering scheme has met with equally ready acceptance, although the whisper* 
iags of sound policy and true wisdom, have been in the language of the poet ; 
f But do not thou the tale believe, 
" They're sisters all, and all deceive." 

After the unsuccessful termination of the attempt at Armagh, to rouse those interested 
in the linen trade, to consider the alarming situation of this country from the probable 
defective supply of flaxseed for the ensuing spring, some of the minority, whose fears were 
not at all lessened by any reasonings which they heard from the opponents of publicly pe>- 
citioning, willing to leave no measure unattempted by which the case might engage the 
consideration of Parliament, have published " Considerations" on the subject (which we 
annex) and sent them tq many members of both Houses ; and have written to London to 
interest those concerned in the trade there, to engage in the further distribution of them. 
ff this publication answer no other purpose, it majr serve as a Protest against the pro- 
ceedings at Armagh, and be a memorial of the exertions used to avert the impending 
danger. 
Consideration! oh tit Stiff of tic Linen-trade of Ireland, in caie Flaxseed, in sufficient quantities, 

does not arrive for sozujng in tie Spring of 1809, respectfully submitted to tie Members of 

iotb Houses of the Imperial Parliament : 
" Owing to the embargo, little flaxseed was received from America last year, except 

some which left that country before the embargo was laid on. 

" Much less flaxseed was sown last year than usual ; and owing to the wetness of the 

Summer, of what was sown, the crop was deficient, both in quantity and quality, «o 

that there was not more than one-half or one-third of the usual quantity of flax. 



